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Newsletter of the Lostock Residents Group 
http://www.lostockresidentsgroup.org.uk 

Call Roy     on     01204 844771           or       email:   lostockresidentsgroup@googlemail.com 

 

Special rail 
supplement                 

 
No. 13  

Spring 2009 

Successes so far:     
Lostock Station car 
parking.  
 
Traffic calming 
outside Lostock 
Primary School.  
 
Traffic lights at 
Beaumont 
Rd/Glengarth Drive 
junction. 
 
Yellow lines on 
Regent Road. 
 
Replanting of illegally 
felled trees. 
 
Re-opening of 
Rumworth Bridge 
 
Houses not flats on 
Regent Drive 
 

Overleaf - some of 
the planning matters 

to which we have 
contributed since our 

last Newsletter   

Lostock Residents Group is a network of volunteers who are keen to keep Lostock a 
special place, protecting and improving the historic and natural environment of the village.  
The group was set up in 2001, to represent the views of residents and campaign on local 
issues.  We liaise with council departments, highways, the police etc, we circulate 
information (our Newsletter reaches over 1400 residents) and increase community spirit.  
We maintain a website, see above.  LRG works as an information network for neighbours 
so that individual residents can make up their own minds about each issue that comes up. 

LRG aims to maintain the character and quality of Lostock both by supporting 
developments which enhance the area and by resisting inappropriate change by helping 
residents who approach us for help.  We feel that with our support, some initially poor 
schemes have been amended to produce a result which helps retain Lostock’s leafy and 
spacious character. 
 
The Group is often approached by residents who fear that their living conditions will be 
compromised by inappropriate development next door or nearby.  Normally only those 
residents whose property is adjacent to a proposed development will be notified by the 
Council, even though others nearby will be affected.  Residents appreciate the support we 
can give in identifying any planning issues which may give grounds for appeal and in 
raising the vicinity’s awareness of the proposal during the short time which elapses 
between an application being submitted and a decision being made. 
 
We usually inform the immediate locality, by hand-distributed letter.  On matters of 
principle we will deliver letters to all 1,400 in our area.  As well as advice and model 
letters, we will help residents with preparing their statement to the planning committee, 
sometimes representing them.  We also speak at formal appeals and inquiries. 

The group has gone from strength to strength.  We believe that with additional support 
from local residents, the neighbourhood will continue to improve.  The Committee meets 
monthly to consider matters which affect the community such as, traffic problems, 
planning applications, road conditions, street lighting and Secure Neighbourhoods.  We 
campaign and represent our members as a group but each member always has the 
opportunity to opt out of a specific concern or issue if they wish. 

We do not charge a subscription for membership and cover our costs (printing etc.) with 
donations and grants.  We're always keen for more people to get involved.  It's a great way 
of meeting more people locally.  Do get in touch if you would like to attend a 
committee meeting to see how we work, and perhaps join the committee.  
The results we've all seen so far prove that neighbours getting together can directly make a 
difference to our local area. 

People power really can work! 
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Lostock Station car park is now FULLY in use (all 226 spaces) 

please use it, not the side roads 
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Station Car Parking at Lostock 
 

OCTOBER 2008 saw the start of improvements to Lostock 
Station car park providing a total of 226 car parking spaces, 
new lighting and CCTV and installation of real-time train 
running information.  
 

Although engineering work has disrupted some journeys we 
can only congratulate the rail authorities for the long awaited 
improvements to both the station and the track. 

�
 

NO to congestion charge - Is this our penance? 
 

Rail Timetables 
 

Whilst residents were delighted with  
the UPGRADINGng of Lostock 
Station, commuters find themselves 
disappointed with the 
DOWNGRADING of the train 
services. 
  
Lostock Residents Group are in 
constant touch with the rail networks, 
MP’s and Government Ministers in an 
attempt to re-address the timetable 
situation. 
 

PLEASE, PLEASE 
 COMPLETE OUR  
TRAIN SURVEY 

 

Correspondence from these parties and 
articles from the Bolton News can be 
found on our website at  
 
http://www.lostockresidentsgroup.org.uk 
 

 

How the public transport investment  
would affect Bolton  
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���������	
���
����� ��������� �
http://www.hearfromyourmp.com/view/message/645 

Expansion of successful Yellow School Bus service (17/03/ 
2009) 
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http://www.pteg.net/MediaCentre/LatestNews/ManchesterYellowBuses.ht
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If any of these issues are affecting you, please le t us know  
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LOSTOCK RESIDENTS' GROUP 
TRAIN SURVEY 
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1. How often do you use Lostock Station?  Please tick  

a    Daily at Peak time 
b    Daily at off Peak  
c    More than once a week 

 
 

d   Once a week 
e   Less than once a week  
f    Rarely 
  

2. What is your final destination?  Please tick all  that apply 
 

a   Bolton 
b   Salford  Crescent 
c   Salford Central 
d   Manchester Victoria 
e   Deansgate 
 

f   Oxford Road 
g  Piccadilly 
h. Piccadilly for onward connection (e.g. London) 
i   Manchester Airport 
j. Other:  Please specify…………………………….. 

3. What is your opinion of the December 2008 Timetable  changes?  Please tick 
             a. Better service                           b.   Worse service                                c.   No change 

 

4. Which of the Timetable changes have affected you mo st?  Rank 1 as the most important, down to 5 
as the least important  
a.   Loss of the hourly Airport service 
b.   Reduction of the service throughout the day to Deansgate, Oxford Road and Piccadilly  
c.   Introduction of hourly service to Victoria 
d.  Total loss of direct service to and from Deansgate, Oxford Rd. and Piccadilly during the evening 
e   Withdrawal of a particular train.  Please specify which …………………………………….…...…… 

 
 

      5.   How do you get to the station?  Please t ick  
a.   On foot 
b.   By car  which is then parked  

c.   By car and then dropped off 
d   Other means e.g.  bicycle or bus 
 

      6.   Is your working day longer as a result o f the timetable changes?  Please tick  
a   Yes                                           
 

b   No 

7.   Are you using any of the following stations as  a result of the timetable changes?  Please tick 
a.   Horwich Parkway                         b.   Bolton                                        c.    Wigan 

8.   If you would be interested in joining a Lostoc k Station Users' Group please provide contact detai ls      
on the reverse of this page also p lease add any comments (suggestions, concerns) you wish to 
make.  

 
 
 
 
Please return completed surveys ASAP/25 April to:           LRG c/o 4 Morris Fold Drive, Lostock, Bolt on BL6 4DZ 

or complete online at                       www.lostockresidentsgroup.org.uk  
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LOSTOCK RESIDENTS’ GROUP 

COMMITTEE ‘TASTER’ SESSION  
 

We meet once a month to review where Lostock is up to.  We focus on matters such as the environment, planning, 
transport, crime awareness and reduction, conservation and road conditions. 
 
We liaise with the relevant officers at the Council, our Councillors and our MP, the Bolton and District Civic Trust 
and adjacent resident’s associations, such as the Lostock and Chew Moor Conservation Society and the Lostock 
Residents’ Association, which covers the area to the west of ours.  Unfortunately, activity has lapsed at the Heaton 
Residents’ Association.  Should there be support for re-launching a Heaton Group, we are very happy to assist. We 
would also appreciate the setting up of a Residents Group in the Chew Moor area, allowing the Lostock and Chew 
Moor Conservation Group to concentrate on conservation issues. 
 
Interested residents would be most welcome to attend a Committee meeting to see how we work, and possibly to 
join the Committee.  Please fill in your details below, and we will be in touch. 
 
 
 
 

LOSTOCK RESIDENTS’ GROUP 
LOSTOCK STATION USERS' SUB-GROUP 

 
Until last November, we believed that our next challenge at Lostock would be to upgrade facilities so that the trains 
on the Southport line could also stop at Lostock Station.  This would give a train link with Westhoughton and  
Wigan, creating an alternative route to London.  We are still pressing on this issue, which would have been 
addressed had the Congestion Charge been accepted. 
 
BUT DISASTER STRUCK.  The new timetable, imposed from London, has no regard for Lostock’s needs, and the 
service from this station has been cruelly downgraded.  We now have two main areas of concern. 
 
If you would like to join the group of residents who are engaging with these issues, or any others which arise, 
please fill in your details below, and we will be in touch. 
 
 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
PHONE 
E-MAIL 
 
I would like to attend a taster session of the Committee               Yes/No 
 
I would like to join a Lostock Station Users’ Sub-Group                          Yes/No 
 
 
 

 
We would be obliged if you could spend a little time to complete our Train Survey 
on the reverse and send it back to the address given.  Thank you. 
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LOSTOCK   PLANNING   UPDATE. (Since June 2008) 

 
Lostock Station Car Park.  Our 10 years’ persistence paid off; the car park extension opened at the end of March.  
We request all rail users to use it, to relieve the parking on surrounding streets. 
 
22-24 Regent Rd.  The first application was refused by BMBC, as was the subsequent appeal to the Planning 
Inspectorate.  The applicant then produced a revised, less dominant design which was passed by BMBC. This week 
a new scheme has been submitted to demolish the bungalows, replacing them with two detached houses. 
(81889/09) Comments to BMBC Planning by 21.04.09 
 
18 Regent Rd., Bodnant.  One of the best-known houses on Regent Rd, designed by a well known Bolton 
architect David Wynne-Thomas in the 1920’s, has been demolished.  The new design was passed overwhelmingly 
by BMBC. 
 
1 Sandfield Drive.  This application, for a single house in the back garden, with access from Regent Hill, was 
refused by BMBC.  It went to appeal and the Planning Inspectorate turned it down on grounds of overdevelopment.  
A scheme closely resembling the previous one has now been submitted. (81813/09) Comments to BMBC Planning 
by 16.04.09 
 
Burnthwaite.  The original application, on behalf of United Religions Initiative, a Californian organization was for 
access along Old Hall Lane, an ancient highway bounded by protected hedgerows, to a proposed “Peace Centre”.  
No plan of the use of the site was required, but it became evident that the level of use envisaged could not be 
accommodated on the road.  LRG represented residents who objected to this access at the planning committee 
meeting.  The proposal for access was refused by BMBC.  A scheme for a supervised Forest School, a Swedish 
concept, was put forward on behalf of the Lads and Girls Club.  This was passed by BMBC on the 19th March.  
This will benefit the youth of the town and maintain the area status of Green Belt. 
 
Low Wood.  The site is the subject of several Tree Preservation Orders.  When plans were drawn up for a very 
large house for a well-known footballer, much effort was expended by the Council, the architect and LRG to 
ensure that the densely wooded nature of the site was retained.  Planning permission was granted, but the footballer 
is no longer interested in proceeding.  It is not known what the future plans are for this site. 
 
Lower House Farm.  After several applications for demolition and replacement by various numbers of flats, the 
final application to build two houses, while retaining the original farmhouse, was passed by BMBC.  We are 
pleased that Lower House Farm, a long-standing landmark in the area, has been retained. 
 
514 Chorley New Road.  This was an application to build 20 apartments.  After being refused planning permission 
by BMBC, this case went to a three-day-long Public Inquiry.  LRG made both a written submission and spoke at 
the Inquiry.  The Inspector refused the application. 
 
Apartments at Rumworth Rd (Lostock Arms).  This was for a block of 6 apartments, 4 storeys high, but 
appearing lower because the ground floor is on the low level below the bridge. This was approved by BMBC. 
 
Apartments at Lostock Junction Station.  This scheme for 6 apartments and 10 town houses was approved in 
2001.  After some initial building activity, there has been no apparent progress here for years.  This is permitted 
under government regulations.. 
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PLAYING YOUR PART IN SAFER NEIGHBOURHOODS 

 
Make our roads safe   

 Abolish inappropriate parking   
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BEWARE 
THIS AREA WILL BE CONTINUOUSLY 

MONITORED OVER THE COMING 
MONTHS. 

 
 

To contact your local neighbourhood 
policing team please ring 

0161 856 5689 
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CARE 
 
 

��
��
��
��
��
��
��
��
	�
�
�


�
��

�
��

�
��

�
��
��
�
�

��

�
��
��
��
��
��

�
�
�


�
��

�
��
�  

Playing your part in Safer Neighbourhoods 
 

Lostock Residents Group have teamed up with the local Community PSO’s to raise awareness of issues 
arising within the Lostock and Chew Moor areas. 
As both these areas are affluent it can attract a criminal element where theft and burglaries are concerned 
and it is in relation to this aspect that the Community Beat Manager and the Community Police Support 
Officer would like to give the following advice: 
 
VEHICLES  

1. Take care of your vehicles; by far the most prevalent theft from motor vehicles is where the owner 
leaves the doors unlocked.  Criminals will literally walk around trying car doors knowing that they 
will find one unlocked, this means they do not have to break glass causing noise or carry 
implements for which they can be arrested. 

2. Remove belongings, if there is nothing on view in the vehicle to tempt a thief it is more than likely 
that they will move on to another more attractive target, and if this is adopted by all your 
neighbours, thieves tend to target a more productive area. 

3. Car keys – please put your car keys in a safe place in your home, do not leave them by the front 
door as these can be reached by use of a hook and cane, also don’t leave them in view of a window, 
as this allows thieves to make a quick entry without having to search for the keys. 

HOUSES AND SHEDS 
1. Please ensure that you lock all exterior doors AND windows, many crimes take place due to 

insecurities, try to get yourself into a routine of checking that your door and windows are locked, 
this will prevent them from being forgotten about. 

2. As with your cars, please put house keys in a safe place out of view, leaving them in a door makes 
it easy for them to get in if a window is nearby.  It is also easy for them to remove things like 
laptops, purses and the like from view, again do not make a tempting target. 

3. Do not allow thieves to window shop, when you retire for the night close curtains or remove things 
like laptops, purses and the like from view, again do not make a tempting target. 

4. Sometimes garages and sheds are forgotten about, within you may store various tools which are 
expensive to replace. Please keep sheds and garages closed and locked when not in use.  

Please remembers that this is just general advice arising from isolated incidents, not necessarily within your 
area, but we are working to keep your area safe and peaceful, with your help and support we can continue 
to achieve our aims. Feel free to contact us with any issues that are affecting you or your neighbours or for 
further crime prevention advice. 
 
PC 9741 Ganley, Community Beat Manager, Bolton West Area  (0161 855 5782) 
 
Pcso Peter Marriette, Community Support Officer 

 
The CARE Scheme has been set up by our community police team. 

If you wish to be informed of incidents like the above happening in your area, please let the 
PCSO have your email address and you will be contacted and kept informed of local issues.  
Keeping our community up-to-date with what is happening in your area and also reacting to 
your concerns by the “push of a button”.  
 
 Lee.Ganley@gmp.police.uk                                     Peter.Marriette@gmp.pnn.police.uk 
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