23 May 2011
Dear Lostock Resident,

Hollywood Lodge  Chorley New Road

Planning Application No. 86142/11
Hollywood Lodge is a prominent landmark building on Chorley New Road.  It was the gatehouse to the former Hollywood Estate, several of whose buildings still exist, notably the main house, now Beaumont Hospital.
In response to an earlier application on this site, the Lodge was described by Bolton Council’s former Conservation officers as ‘an attractive stone built lodge house set within a modest sized plot.’  They also stated that ‘as the area is characterised by properties set in substantial landscaped plots the infilling of this prominent plot with buildings and hardstanding would harm the leafy suburban characteristics of the area.
The application was refused.  The decision notice stated ‘The proposed extension would, by virtue of its design, height, size, massing, architectural style and siting be detrimental to the character and visual appearance of the surrounding area, street scene and the original building’
This current application seeks to DEMOLISH the gatehouse and replace it with three linked town houses.  The development would result in less than half the plot being left green, a dramatic change from the present position, and a stark contrast with the surrounding density of development.  The need to retain this open, low density character of West Bolton is stated repeatedly in the Council’s recently adopted Core Strategy, so to develop at this density is against the Council’s own overarching policy.

The site is surrounded by trees.  The Council’s Trees and Woodlands Officer has identified that a healthy, large, mature Beech, protected by a Tree Preservation Order would be at risk by development of one of the planned houses.

The site is compromised because the cobbled forecourt and gated entrance leading directly onto Chorley New Road are not in the Applicant’s ownership.  Access therefore must be from the short cul-de-sac part of Old Hall Clough which serves the first houses on The Shrubbery.  The double yellow lines which surround the site necessitate off-street parking for all three town houses.  The need to provide parking for the residents of 3x4 bedroomed houses, plus visitor parking, puts a high percentage of the site under concrete.
We believe that Hollywood Lodge need not be demolished, and that the development envisaged here is unacceptable, being both out of character and at far too high a density.  We hope that you will add your voice to our objections.
Time is short, see deadline below.  An individual objection is preferable to a petition, but sending the attached one is clearly better than not objecting.  There is space for a further comment you may wish to add.  Objections can be e-mailed to the planning officer, Andrew McGlone.  His address is:  andrew.mcglone@bolton.gov.uk
Yours sincerely,

Lostock Residents Group
REPLIES MUST REACH THE COUNCIL BY WEDNESDAY 25 MAY
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